
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

WASTECH SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCES EMISSIONS ON THE ROAD TO CACHE CREEK 
LANDFILL, CONVERTS TRUCK FLEET TO CLEANER BURNING NATURAL GAS 

 
- Natural gas-fueled trucks gradually entering operation, with entire fleet on LNG by May 1; switch 

to natural gas expected to reduce annual GHG emissions by up to 25% - 
 
Vancouver, B.C., March 28, 2012 – Wastech Services Ltd., the co-owner and operator of the 
Cache Creek Landfill (CCLF), announced today that it is switching its truck fleet from diesel to 
natural gas for the transportation of municipal solid waste from the Lower Mainland to the Cache 
Creek Landfill and woodchips back to the coast.  
 
The change in fuel and engine type will result in an immediate reduction in greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions along the popular transport route between the Lower Mainland and the Interior 
of British Columbia, which includes the Fraser Valley and Fraser Canyon. For the past five years, 
the trucks ran on 2007 clean diesel engines.  
 
Wastech is working with Vedder Transport Ltd., an Abbotsford-based logistics provider and 
operator and operator of Wastech’s new fleet. When Wastech retained Vedder in 2011, it 
specified that the truck fleet must be converted to natural gas. Westport Innovations Inc. of 
Vancouver provided the heavy-duty natural gas engine featuring WestportTM high pressure direct 
injection (HPDI) technology and advanced liquefied natural gas (LNG) fueling systems and 
oversaw the fleet conversion.  
 
Converting the 15-truck fleet to natural gas (carried on the truck as LNG) could achieve up to a 
25% reduction in transportation-related GHG emissions as well as a reduction in potential human 
health impacts. The fuel switch to natural gas also directly contributes to the Government of 
British Columbia’s goal of achieving a 33% reduction in GHG emissions by 2020.  
 
“The use of cleaner burning natural gas trucks is part of our on-going priority to make our 
operations, including the Cache Creek Landfill, greener, more sustainable and more efficient,” 
said Janet Tecklenborg, General Manager of Wastech Services Ltd. “This announcement 
highlights the expertise and capabilities available here in British Columbia to bring innovative and 
environmentally beneficial solutions to market, and it strengthens the Cache Creek Landfill’s 
position as a viable and economical bridge to zero waste.” 
 
In January 2010, the B.C. Ministry of Environment approved a 42-hectare extension to the CCLF. 
This follows the approval of a seven-hectare annex in August 2009. Together, these expansions 
will extend the life of the landfill by approximately 25 to 30 years.  
 
“At Vedder, we are committed to protecting the environment for future generations,” said Fred 
Zweep, President of the Vedder Transportation Group. “Adding natural gas trucks to our fleet 
will help us reduce transportation-related emissions, ultimately improving air quality.”  
 
“It’s encouraging to see a growing adoption of natural gas technology, such as Westport™ HPDI, 
for heavy-duty applications across B.C.,” said Clark Quintin, President of Westport Heavy Duty. 
“This demonstrates that natural gas is rapidly becoming a mainstream fuel solution for the 
trucking industry.” 
 
During the month of December 2011, Vedder conducted specific testing of an LNG-fueled truck 
on a variety of routes between the Lower Mainland and Cache Creek. The goal of the tests was 
to assess fuel efficiency and consumption for up to 18 different potential scenarios, which 



simulated all possible routes and detours, as well as different load weights. These tests 
reaffirmed the safety and reliability of this engine technology.   
 
The round trip between the Lower Mainland and Cache Creek is approximately 600 kilometers. 
Trucks haul municipal solid waste from the Lower Mainland to the landfill in Cache Creek and 
return with woodchips. The woodchips, or other commodity, would be transported to the coast 
irrespective of waste being transported to the Interior of the province. The “backhaul” 
arrangement ensures trucks never travel empty, which saves money and maximizes the use of 
every kilometer travelled through the Fraser Valley and Fraser Canyon. 
 
In terms of continued reductions in emissions in other aspects of the CCLF operations, Wastech 
is now capturing 70% of the landfill gas (mostly methane, a GHG), and the company is confident 
it will meet or exceed new provincial regulations that require BC landfill operators to capture 75% 
of landfill gas by 2016. As well, Wastech continues to make progress towards its commitment to 
have a beneficial use of landfill gas facility in place by June 2013. 
 
About Wastech Services Ltd. 
 
Wastech, owned by Belkorp Environmental Services, operates the Cache Creek Landfill in 
partnership with the Village of Cache Creek. The company owns and/or operates four transfer 
stations in the Lower Mainland, a recycling and a resource recovery facility in Coquitlam, and 
transports the portion of the region’s solid waste currently allocated to the Cache Creek Landfill. 
www.wastech.ca  
 
About The Vedder Transportation Group 
 
The Vedder Transportation Group remains a family owned and operated company with its head 
office located in Abbotsford, British Columbia, BC. With its two trucking companies, Vedder 
Transport Ltd and Can-Am West Carriers Inc, the companies offer dedicated and irregular route 
highway less than truck load (ltl) and truck load (tl) specialized and general freight services 
throughout Canada and between Canada and the United States. The Vedder Transportation 
Group now operates a diverse fleet of 300 tractors and over 800 semi trailers, employing 
hundreds of people. www.vtlg.com 
 
About Westport Innovations Inc. 
 
Westport Innovations Inc. is a leading global supplier of proprietary solutions that allow engines to 
operate on clean-burning fuels such as compressed natural gas (CNG), liquefied natural gas 
(LNG), hydrogen, and renewable natural gas (RNG) fuels such as landfill gas and help reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions (GHG). Westport technology offers advanced LNG fueling systems 
with direct injection natural gas engine technology for heavy-duty vehicles such as highway trucks 
and off-road applications such as mining and rail. Cummins Westport, our joint venture with 
Cummins Inc., designs, engineers and markets spark-ignited natural gas engines for North 
American urban work vehicles such as buses and refuse trucks. The Westport LD division is one 
of the global leaders for natural gas and LPG fuel in passenger cars, light-duty trucks and 
industrial applications such as forklifts. To learn more about our business, visit our website, 
subscribe to our RSS feed, or follow us on Twitter @WestportWPRT. 

 
 

-30- 
 
 
High-resolution photos available. For more information, please contact: 
 
Nancy Grenier 
(778) 994-3485 
ngrenier@belkorp.com 
 


